Joint Declaration of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Estonia Margus Tsahkna and the
Secretary General of the Council of Europe Alain Berset

On the occasion of the Secretary General’s visit to Estonia, and ahead of the Council of Europe
Ministerial Session in Chisinau, we reaffirm our shared commitment to the values at the heart
of the Council of Europe: human rights, democracy and the rule of law.

As Estonia marks 33 years of membership in the Council of Europe, we underline that these
values are not abstract principles, but the basis of peace, security and freedom in Europe. We
are determined to strengthen and defend these values across the continent.

At a time of unprecedented pressure from Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine, attacks
on the rules-based international order, and democratic backsliding across the continent,
democratic security cannot be taken for granted. It must be protected, renewed and
strengthened. In this context, the New Democratic Pact for Europe offers an important
opportunity to reinforce Europe’s democratic resilience. Estonia stands ready, as a committed
member state, to contribute to this effort. To this end, Estonia stands ready to undertake a
voluntary national self-assessment of its democratic health, guided by the Parameters for the
application and implementation of the Reykjavik Principles for Democracy.

We reaffirm our steadfast commitment to Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty and territorial
integrity within its internationally recognised borders. A just and lasting peace cannot be built
on impunity. Accountability for the crime of aggression is essential and cannot be deferred. In
this regard, the swift establishment of the Special Tribunal for the Crime of Aggression against
Ukraine within the framework of the Council of Europe is of utmost importance and our shared
responsibility. In addition to Ukraine, Estonia was the first member State to secure
parliamentary ratification of the Enlarged Partial Agreement on the Special Tribunal (EPA). We
call on other states to adhere to the EPA without delay.

Accountability must also include compensation for the victims. As part of the broader
compensation mechanism, the International Claims Commission for Ukraine will review, assess
and decide claims arising from the damage caused by Russia’s aggression. Estonia was the first
member State to ratify the Convention establishing the Commission. We underline that swift
progress on both the Special Tribunal and the compensation mechanism is essential not only to
justice for Ukraine, but also to the credibility of international law and the security of Europe as
a whole.

Supporting Ukraine, defending international law, and protecting democratic security are
inseparable tasks. Together, we remain committed to a Europe where peace rests on law,
accountability and democratic strength.



